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Grab samples identify which 
species are present. SPI/PV and 
other imaging technologies reveal 
how the seafloor is functioning.

• Environmental monitoring of subtidal benthic 
habitats traditionally utilizes a grab sampler. The 
taxonomic analysis of sediment grabs assesses the 
biodiversity of infauna by providing information on 
how many kinds of organisms exist within a given 
area (benthic community composition) and the 
quantity of those individuals (abundance). 

• Acoustic and optical imaging technologies 
provide direct functional context about infauna 
and their sedimentary environment. 

Looking Beyond Species Counts: A More Complete Way to Measure 
Seafloor Health
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• The “end goal” of assessing taxonomic diversity is 
to serve as a proxy for functional sediment health, 
with the assumption: biodiversity correlates 
with sediment function. 

Traditional Approach to Benthic 
Assessment (Grabs & Biodiversity)

• This approach does not make substantial 
inferences to relate presence & counts to 
biological activity & ecological value/function. 

Directly Measuring Functional 
Diversity

• Functional measures are easier to 
communicate to stakeholders and the public —
nutrient cycling, carbon storage, or resiliency
resonate better than species counts.

Value Proposition

• Assessing functional diversity provides deeper 
insights into ecosystem health and resilience than 
simply measuring biodiversity. 

• biodiversity tells us how many species are present 
and their distribution, it does not reveal what roles 
those species play.

• functional diversity delivers equivalent or richer 
ecological and sediment data compared to grabs, 
such as sediment structure, infaunal presence, redox 
layering, and organism stratification.  

• This connects the science to benefit-sharing 
and trust building, and the data better ties into 
the shifting regulatory environment.*

Regulatory trends in Europe are moving quickly; the EU Nature Restoration Law and emerging frameworks for 
Biodiversity Net Gain and Nature-Positive Design are raising expectations. Offshore developers will increasingly 
need to demonstrate detailed baseline conditions and prove the effectiveness of net-gain or restoration measures. 

*

• A better approach exists. Sediment Profile Imaging
(optical coring) paired with Plan View drop-down 
camera photography (SPI/PV), a non-extractive 
benthic assessment technique of functional health.
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Comparison of benthic insights by sampling approach

• Industry should prefer to assess functional 
diversity over biodiversity because it provides 
information that is directly tied to ecosystem 
services. Additionally, functional diversity metrics 
meet EU policy needs (Nature Restoration Law, 
MSFD) and support regulatory credibility. 



PLEASE READ FIRST!
How to use and customise this template?
PLEASE READ FIRST!
How to use and customise this template?

windeurope.org/annual2026

#windeurope2026

Step 1: Choose the layout

• The template comes with six predefined slide layouts 
(type 1 and type 2).

• Click on the ”Home" tab > “New slide” > and choose the 
layout from the dropdown arrow next to it. 

• You can change the anytime by clicking on the dropdown 
arrow next to “Layout” button.

• Once you've chosen a template, click on ”File" and select 
”Save as“ or “save a copy” to save your presentation. 
Choose a location and provide a file name.

Step 2: Customise the template

Fonts and colours:

• Take care of the fonts. Please use the default font of the 
template “Calibri”.

• Do not change fonts and colours in the header and footer 
sections.

Text and content:

• Replace the placeholder text with your own content. Click 
on the text boxes and start typing.

• Text should not be smaller than 28pt for readability.

Content boxes/columns:

Please note that you can change the position of the type of 
content and height of the boxes in any way you prefer. 
Please make sure they are properly aligned and centred 
when doing so.

➢ Tip: click on the “View” tab and make sure the 
“Gridlines” and “Guides” boxes are ticked. You can 
leave the size of one square in the gridlines as space 
between each of your content boxes. 

Graphs or images

If the template includes image placeholders, you can click on 
them to insert your own images. To do this, go to the 
”Insert" tab and choose ”Pictures," and select the image file 
from your computer.

➢ Tips for inserting images: 

• Use the corner handles to maintain the aspect ratio 
and avoid distortion.

• Crop Images: Use the "Crop" tool to eliminate 
unnecessary parts of an image. Right-click on the 
image, select "Crop," and adjust the handles.

➢ Tips for inserting graphs: 

• Double-click on elements of the chart to customize 
colours, labels, and titles.

• Use the “Chart Tools” tab in PowerPoint to make 
adjustments to the appearance and formatting.

Step 3: Add your logo and booth number

• Don’t forget to add your logo on the top right corner of 
the page.

• If your company is exhibiting at the event, write the booth 
number on the bottom right corner (Meet us at). 
Otherwise keep this blank and WindEurope will delete the 
box.

• QR codes will be added by WindEurope on the bottom 
right corner of the page.

Step 4: Save your work

Regularly save your progress:
Save your work periodically to avoid losing any changes.

Review and edit:
Go through your presentation to check for any errors or 
improvements.

Save or export:
Save your final presentation in PowerPoint.
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